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The REC Teen Center re-opened in September 
2021. Teens participate in daily activities, art, 
sports, fitness, a social club and cooking. The 
teens have been enjoying dodgeball, volley-
ball, rock climbing and bubble soccer. Cooking 
has been the most popular activity, with the 
teens learning to make garlic fries, spaghetti, 
cheeseburgers and more. Based on teen feed-
back, scheduled activities are rotated weekly. 

recreation
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Auburn Parks, Arts & Recreation 
was awarded a $90,000 SEEK 

Grant that supported two 
free summer learning and 
outdoor recreation pro-
grams at Game Farm and 

Lea Hill parks. The Summer 
Fun SEEKers program, for 

kids ages 5-12, served 90 youth 
over seven weeks. The program 
offered activities that focused on 
STEAM (science, technology, en-
gineering, arts & math), outdoor 
recreation, physical activity and 
positive social interaction. 

summer 
   fun

bikes
Grant funding through the Washington 
Recreation & Conservation Office and a 

King County Youth Sports grant has made 
it possible to greatly expand bike pro-

gramming to underserved youth in 
Auburn. Program development is under-

way to include after-school programming, 
learn-to-ride programs for preschool/early 

elementary youth, summer camps, 
bike workshops and more.  
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specialized 
recreation

Specialized Recreation 
Programs continued to 

offer recreation through 
a variety of avenues 
to participants in 
2021. Several virtual, 
“on your own,” drive 

through events, out-
door programming, and 

small group in-person 
events and sports were of-

fered.  By offering various oppor-
tunities to recreate, we remained 
inclusive while keeping all partic-
ipants involved and engaged on 
several levels. We were able to keep 
our participants active and engaged 
in recreation, music, art, health, and 
fitness by creatively providing op-
portunities to keep our community 
active, healthy, and involved.  
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Fitness Membership continues to offer both in-person and 
virtual fitness programs. Thirty fitness classes are offered 

each week, 19 of which are available virtually. 
Members also have access to the fitness center 

and open gym programs like pickleball and volleyball.

The Gymnasium at Les Gove Park received a new gym 
floor in 2021 - and the addition of a pickleball court. 
The gymnasium now features lines for 4 pickleball 
courts, a full basketball court, two half-basketball 

courts, and three volleyball courts.

fitness
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The Auburn Senior Activity Center contin-
ued to keep seniors engaged and supported 
with a focus on safety, food, and prevention 
of social isolation. Lunch delivery/pick up 
was the most popular program with 31,000 
hot lunches provided throughout the year. 
As covid-related restrictions were lifted, 
limited in-person activities were able to 
resume including income tax preparation, 
foot care, dental cleaning and technical 
support for laptops and tablets. Appoint-
ment times for billiards and ping pong play 

were allowed, a handful of volunteer 
groups returned, and the hiking 

program started with partic-
ipants meeting staff at the 
trail heads. The Resource 
Navigation Program grew 
tremendously, providing 
case management to hun-

dreds of Auburn community 
seniors in need.  

seniors

In July, the Auburn Senior Activity 
Center was able to open to the public. 
In-person BINGO, pinochle, bridge, 
scrabble, trips, classes, and socializa-
tion returned. While things were differ-
ent with masks, social distancing and 
contact tracing, participants were so 
happy to be back in the building.
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special 
events

The Auburn Farmers Market had 
an exceptional 2021 season. The 
Market expanded into Les Gove 
Park and hosted 55 unique ven-
dors during the 15-week season, 
with a total of 40,991 customers 
and $407,000 in vendor sales. It 
was also a record-breaking year 
for food access, with over $25,000 
in EBT exchanged and $22,000 in 
Snap Market Match distributed to 
qualifying customers. Market ven-
dors donated 4,365 pounds of fresh 
produce to the Auburn Food Bank. 

Special events were adapted as needed 
in 2021. Happy Paws took the place of 
Petpalooza and the Dog Trot Fun Run was fea-
tured as an in-person and virtual event. The new 
Peter Cotton Trail and Squirrely Summer Scavenger 
Hunt received nearly 2,000 entries from people 
searching for bunnies and squirrels in Auburn’s 
park system. Summer fun featured the Peanut 
Butter & Jam music series, Summer Sounds, Friday 
Night Flicks, and the Almost 5K Poker Fun Run. Fall 
marked the return of the popular Halloween Har-
vest Festival at Les Gove Park, the Veterans Parade 

in downtown Auburn, and the 
return of the Santa Parade 

and Tree Lighting.
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arts
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Arts continue to thrive in Au-
burn. Artist Neely Goniodsky, 
the 2021 Mary Olson Farm 
Artist in Residence, created 
unique animation at the farm 
and provided free community 
programming during her res-
idency. Galleries returned to 
City Hall, the Senior Activity 
Center and the Community & 
Event Center. The Art on Main 
gallery featured four instal-
lations. Ten new sculptures 
were added to the communi-
ty as part of the Downtown 
Sculpture Gallery in Septem-
ber. The artwork, Truth 
by MacRae Wylde, was 
the 2020-2021 City 
of Auburn purchase 
award. 

Performances returned to the Auburn Ave Theater in 
the spring and various programs for youth were offered 
throughout summer. A fire at the adjacent Max House 
apartments caused smoke and water damage to the theater 
that was repaired by September. BRAVO performing arts 
returned in full force in the fall with comedy, tribute shows, 
kids entertainment, and the full-scale musical productions 
of Little Women and Elf the Musical. Elf the Musical smashed 
all records, bringing in over 2,100 people over the course of 
10 sold out shows. The Auburn Ave. Theater was red-tagged 
at the end of December to evaluate structural issues discov-
ered after the fire-damaged building was demolished.
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white river 
valley museum 
& mary olson 
farm

The LUSIO light art festival 
was held at the Mary Olson 
Farm in 2021. Additional 
events included three Sunday 
& Chill concerts at the Mary 
Olson Farm and the Haunted 
Museum, BOO-seum, as part 
of the annual Harvest Festival 
at Les Gove Park. In all, over 
3,400 guest attended these 
special events. 

The White River Valley Museum curated three exhibits in 
2021, a new online exhibit, Black in the Valley; the fam-
ily-friendly Closets of Curiosity; and the popular Festival 
of Trees – A Literary Forest in partnership with the King 
County Library System. They hosted educations programs 
for 1,500 participants including the Nation Next Door, a vir-
tual field trip in partnership with Muckleshoot educators;  a 
virtual salmon fieldtrip at the Farm in partnership with the 
Environmental Science Center; and presented three weeks 
of in-class activities to Auburn School District summer school 
and hosted four weeks of summer camp. The Museum’s collection added 
204 new artifacts; completed 120 photo orders and research requests; 
and cataloged 558 artifacts.

16 17YEAR IN REVIEW 2021



Major 2021 park projects: 
• Installed new surfacing at the 

Les Gove spray playground.
• Repaired the Auburn Environ-

mental Park Bird Tower.
• Partnered with Mid Sound 

Fisheries Enhancement group 
for ongoing habitat improve-
ments and maintenance along 
the Green River. 

• Replaced the turf field at 
Game Farm Park.

• Replaced the mini turf field at 
Lea Hill Park.

• Continued to finalize designs 
for the Cedar Lanes Park bike 
pump track.

• Awarded a grant for the Mill 
Creek Assemblage for acquisi-
tions and future habitat im-
provements.

• Construction started in De-
cember to transform Auburn’s 
historic Post Office into the 
Auburn Arts & Culture Center.

park 
planning

Auburn Arts & Culture Center Rendering

Les Gove Spray Playground - 
Surfacing Removal

Game Farm Park 
Turf Field Replacement

Cedar Lanes Park 
Bike Pump Track
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park
maintenance

2021 Highlights: 
• Supported Clean Sweep 

with over 250 volunteers 
working on 22 projects 
across 12 separate sites. 

• Hung 208 hanging flower 
baskets in downtown

• Planted 2,500 annuals 
• Installed split rail fence at 

Isaac Evans Park.
• Cleaned sport courts at 

Game Farm and Scootie 
Brown Parks.

• Assisted with removal and 
installation of 22 art pieces 
throughout the city.

• Completed irrigation and 
restoration project at 
White River Valley Museum

• Installed and planted polli-
nator garden at Mary Olson 
Farm

• Supported various special 
events, including Auburn 
Farmers Market, Lusio 
Light Festival, Mexican 
Independence Festival, 
Harvest Festival, Veteran 
Parade, and Santa Parade 
& Tree Lighting.
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auburn golf 
course

The Auburn Golf Course was voted “Club of the 
Year” by Washington Golf in 2021. The course 

was exceptionally busy in 2021, with near-
ly 10,000 more rounds at the course than in 

previous years and an additional $400,000 in 
revenue over projected estimates. Men’s and 

Ladies’ Club membership at the course now 
exceeds 1,000 members for the first time ever, 
a 25% increase over 2020. Player development 
continues through the PGA Jr. League, Couples 

League, Merchants League, and Summer Fun 
League. The power cart fleet was upgraded 

with the addition of 24 new Club Car carts 
and 12 full cart enclosures to improve 

winter playability. Course maintenance 
continues to be a major focus. The tee 
box on hole #8 was rebuilt, new steps 

were built for hole #15 to improve safe-
ty and aesthetics and the course contin-
ues it aerification and sanding program 

to improve drainage, turf health, and year-
round playing conditions. 
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With increased desire for additional options for 
cremation, Mountain View Cemetery added two 

new 16-niche columbariums in Tan Brown and 
Sierra White granite to our ForestWalk Cremation 
Garden. These new areas feature both single and 

companion niches and offer a beautiful resting 
place for individuals and families who wish to be 

cremated and inurned above ground. 

mountain
view 
cemetery
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2021 
Auburn Mayor  
& City Council

Nancy Backus
Mayor

Claude DaCorsi
Deputy Mayor

Bob Baggett
Councilmember

Larry Brown
Councilmember

James Jeyaraj 
Councilmember

Robyn Mulenga
Councilmember

Chris Stearns
Councilmember

Yolanda  
Trout-Manuel
Councilmember

Auburn Community Teen Players 
rehearsal

Parks &  
Recreation Board
Peter Di Turi
Michael Hassen 
Katie Helton 
Wayne Osborne 
Mike Palko-Dean 
Lisa J. Russell 

Urban Tree Board
Linda Bielejec
Tanya Galat 
Brooksie Donna Hall 
Bryce Landrud 
Joyce Peloza
James Tourangeau

Auburn Arts Commission
Kristine De Leon
Tammy Dwight
John Harris
Ana R. Kear
Eydie Leighty
Trisenda Mayfield
Ann Marie Natali
Tori Olsen
Dinah Rau
Pam Smith
Kent Sprague
Kenneth Greg Watson
Kelly Gordon
Pat Judd
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Cemetery Board
Arnie Galli
Jeanne Hicks
Warren Olson
Robert Rakos
Judi Roland

Museum Board
Derek Anderson
Ronnie Beyersdorf
Jeff Black
Dani Crivello-Chang 
Tom Ginsberg 
Dennis Grad 
Mike Holman
Erika Moore
Charles Natsuhara
Gordy Nishimoto
Kim Perry
John Rottle

Auburn Senior Activity 
Center Advisory Council
Beverly Brown
Valerie Burton
Sylvia Chavez
Evelyn Larson
Kathy Maples
Sandy Nachlinger
Edna Pelletier
Linda Paul
Don Reiling
Kay Smith
Renee Startup
Juan Teague
Cheryl Wakefield
Colleen Zeman

2021 Parks, Arts & Recreation 
Boards/Commissions/Committees
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